
From: "Rebecca Trowler" <xxxxxxxx@doughtystreet.co.uk> 
To: "george skelly" <xxxxxx> 
Subject: RE: police breach of solicitor client privilege 
Date: 08 June 2007 10:49 

Dear George 

Thank you for your email. 

I think the case you are referring to is R v Grant. 

Reference to Article 6 is Article 6 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights, not PACE.  

Article 6 enshrines the right to a fair trial which includes a right to 
privileged communications between solicitor and client.  

However, this right has always existed at common law in England and 
Wales, including in 1952, and a breach of that right, if unjustified, 
might have resulted in a a stay of proceedings pre-trial or the quashing 
of his conviction on appeal on the grounds that the conduct was so wrong 
that it would be an abuse of the process of the court to allow the 
proceedings to continue, particularly if the breach was deliberate and 
knowingly unlawful. 

There are however very rare circumstances in which the right may be 
interfered with e.g. where it is believed that the privilege is being 
used to hide a criminal offence perpetrated by the solicitor and/or the 
client. 

I hope this is helpful 

Beccy Trowler 

 -----Original Message----- 
From: george skelly [xxxxxx] Sent: Thursday, June 
07, 2007 6:55 AM 
To: Rebecca Trowler 
Subject: police breach of solicitor client privilege 

Dear Ms Trowler, 
   I have been looking at your 

website and note your involvement with a murder case ( R-v-Graham 2005) 
in which mention is made of police breaching  the solicitor/client 
privilege by covertly recording conversations. Mention is also made of 
breaching Article 6 (presumably of PACE 1984?) 
  I am currently researching a 1952 murder case where there is a strong 
probability that a miscarriage of justice occurred.  
 I have discovered that all correspondence between the accused whilst in 
prison on remand and - after his conviction - pending appeal was 
routinely copied to the police, the D.P.P. and the Home Office. In 
addition solicitor and client discussions in prison were supervised by 
prison staff and reported in writing to the police and Home Office. There 
was no privacy afforded to the prisoner and his solicitor.    
  I would therefore be grateful if you would kindly advise what legal 
status the solicitor/client privilege had before PACE, and whether or not 



the above actions by prison staff and the police would have had any 
effect on what was subsequently an unsuccessful appeal aginst sentence of 
death? 
  
Yours faithfully, 
  
George Skelly, BA (Hons) 
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